In the high summer of 1925 Hindenburg was President
of the Reich; von Papen was a member of the Prussian
Diet and a Centre deputy in the Reichstag and it annoyed
him to find that of all the Catholics in office, not one was
a Nationalist. The left wing of the Centre Party remained
the prop of Republican Germany. The Government of
Bauer in 1919 was kept in office through four Catholic
Ministers holding a balance, while succeeding Chancellors
like Muller, Fehrenbach, Wirth, Cuno and Stresemann
all used the support of Catholic Ministers to bolster them-
selves against the attacks of the extreme Left.
Statesmanship seemed a lost art and the time of most
Ministers was occupied in meeting attacks to overthrow
them. The Centre Party turned from Conservatism to a
form of Socialism, thus breaking its traditional role. The
multiplicity of Parties and the constantly changing Govern-
ments made legislation difficult of permanence and contri-
buted in considerable measure to the reckless manipulation
of finance, trade and social services, which resulted in the
inflations and the ultimate economic crash in 1930-31.
The Centre Party, still remembering something of its
Catholic mission, made vain endeavours to bring about a
Concordat between the Vatican and the Reich, and in these
attempts they were supported by the Papal Nuncio in
Berlin, Monsignor Pacelli, now the occupant of the Holy
Chair. Why these efforts failed no one can tell, except
perhaps the Nuncio himself, who was and remains a
diplomat, as well as a priest. Failure was not due to lack
of interest and sympathy from Rome, because Pope Pius
XI, it will be remembered, severely criticized the Allies
in 1923 for occupying the Ruhr, which gave the Centre
Party added prestige in the Reich, because the masses
thought that it could rely upon it to cause the Pope to
stand up to further attempts at the coercion of Germany
by the ex-Allied Powers.
Franz von Papen was by now convinced that the Centre
Party must be reorganized to line up to its responsibilities
as a leading Party for the creation of a new Nationalist
Germany^ At first he thought of forming a Catholic
Conservative Party and breaking with the Centre. On
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